
Stepped Body Cones  

Usually the growth of the body whorl in Conus is regular and continuous without a p-

parent interru ption in pattern or ornament ation. A few specimens with evident axial 

growth marks are seldom found. It nearly seems that the growth of the body has 

stopped for a time and has then resumed leaving ax ially separated stripes, some time 

flat, at times in relief with a spaced convex axial ribs l ook, most on the dorsum or near 

the outer lip. Not always are these patterns regularly distributed all around the shell; 

when it happens the r esult is a very charm ing  specimen. Less than 2% of the spec i-

mens in my collection present this characteristic and not all of them  in a very evident 

way. I am very fascinated by  these shapes and when it i s possible I try to get such 

specimens, though they are very rare. After reading on TCC No. 10 issue an interes t-

ing article by Jon Singleton about  a beautiful stepped C. pulicarius  I had the spur t o 

show some specimens from my collection.  

Here they are!  
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